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First Judicial District Court

Lewis and Clark Count}r
Hon. Tlxomas C Honzel Hon. Dorotlly McCarter Hon. J effrey M Sherlock
TO: Members of the Senate Judieiary Committee

FROM: Judge Dorothy McCarter; .inrst(-judicial District W/

DATE: April 16, 2007

SUBJECT: Senate Bill No. 569 - -

I regret that T am unable to appear in persoil this rnorning because I am scheduled
to be in court. On behalf of the Montana Judges ‘Association, I ask that you
amend SB 569 to remove the provisions permrttrng a judge to question the
propriety of an assignment of counsel by the Ofﬁce of the State Pubhc Defender
and to deny an ass1gnment - S e B

In: 2005 the Montana Legrslature wrse]y removed the courts respon31brhty for
assrgnrng'counsel for indigent persons. Enactment of SB 596 would be a step
backward. We believe that the: amendments to Seetrons 47-1-104 and 47-1- 111
MCA, Would»place judges in the uncomfortable posrtron of ¢ managrng” the
resourC f the Public Defender’s Office, which is statutorﬂy obhgated to rnak;e“
decxsrons a trndlgence Ind1v1dual judges.— at all court levels —~do no have
»mformatlon « "me to second guess these decisions: Addrtlonally, these

The Montana Judges Assocratlon respectfully requests the Commlttee to remove o
the proposed an endments authorlzmg Judges to deny an assrgnment of counsel
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